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Topic  Background 

SATURDAY 

1.  Opening of 
Congress 

President Marion Boers (SATI) welcomed all participants and 
congratulated the BDU on such a very well planned event. She 
explained that the meeting was to be recorded for use in drafting the 
minutes. The participants indicated that they had no objections to this. 
In the same way, none of those present objected to being 
photographed. Marion explained that the first part of the agenda had 
been compiled on the basis of the events of the past few years, and the 
second part looked to the future, including the election of the new 
Council members.  

2.  Appointment of 
three tellers  

Three tellers were appointed. Marion Boers asked for nominations. 
Eyvor Fogarty (ITI), João Esteves-Ferreira (ASTTI), Jane Rollet (SFT) were 
nominated. Marion Boers explained the system for voting by a show of 
hands and pointed out that this would be changing shortly.  

3.  Adoption of the 
Agenda 

Motion: To adopt the agenda. Second: Liese Katschinka. Some changes 
were made to the agenda. Discussion on dues was brought forward, 
and would be discussed after item 11.3  

In favour: 43, Abstentions: 0, Against: 0.  
This vote confirmed that the quorum for the meeting was met. 

4. Proposal to 
amend Rules of 
Procedure 
regarding the 
voting system 

See document:  

4.1.Electronic voting_EN 

Motion: To allow electronic voting rather than voting by a show of 
hands at this congress 

Second: João Esteves-Ferreira  

In favour: 44, Against: 0, Abstentions: 0 

The technician explained the electronic voting system and control. The 

file:///C:/Users/Terry/Documents/Arbeit-2012-11-03/FIT/StatCon_2014/4.1.%20Electronic%20voting_EN.pdf


participants should enter their vote via the control within 20 seconds of 
the vote being announced open. There were three options: Yes, No and 
Abstention. A green light on the control indicates that a vote is open. 
After choosing the option, it had to be confirmed by pressing the Enter 
key (L button). 

A test vote was held. 

5. Ratification of 
admission of new 
members 

See document:  

5. Ratification of new members: see document members_bil_exit 

Second for all member motions: Henry Liu 

Motion: To admit the National Association of Judiciary Interpreters & 
Translators (NAJIT, USA) as a regular member 

In favour: 31, Against: 8, Abstentions: 7 

Motion: To admit the Association de Traducteurs et Interprètes 
professionels du Congo (ATIPCO) as a regular member 

In favour: 39, Against: 6, Abstentions: 3 

Motion: To admit the Ordre des traducteurs, terminologues et 
interprètes agréés du Québec (OTTIAQ) as a regular member 

The President of OTTIAQ, Real Paquette, presented his association to 
participants. He explained that the order was created in Quebec and 
was the only accredited organization of such professionals in Quebec. 
Several OTTIAQ members had contributed to FIT in the past, and the FIT 
secretariat had been in Canada for several years. For reasons which 
would not be discussed here, the organization separated from CTTIC, 
thereby ceasing to be affiliated to FIT. In 2013 it applied for FIT 
membership, as it wished to continue to be involved. CTTIC was not in 
favour of OTTIAQ receiving regular membership status due to internal 
issues. Council had reviewed this and decided that it was possible for 
several organizations from the same country to become members of 
FIT. FIT Council fully supported harmony between associations, and 
offered to mediate between organizations that were FIT members. A 
discussion ensued on the impact on voting of the large number of small 
regular member organizations, because they had the same voting rights 
as the large umbrella associations. Canada had a total of eight 
associations in all, so Canada could become a very important voting bloc 
if the size of the association were to be taken into account in the vote.  

Motion: To admit the Ordre des traducteurs, terminologues et 

http://www.fit-ift.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/5-Ratification-of-new-members_exit_bil.pdf


interprètes agréés du Québec (OTTIAQ) as a regular member  

In favour: 35, Against: 3, Abstentions: 7 

Motion: To admit the Azerbaijan Youth Translators Association (AGTA) 
as a regular member  

Ismayil Jabrayilov (AGTA) presented his organization which has 
translators and interpreters of various categories. When asked about 
the use of the word “youth” in the association’s name, he explained 
that this was related to getting an appropriate URL.  

In favour: 44, Against: 0, Abstentions: 3 

Motion: To admit the Association Luxembourgeoise des traducteurs et 
interprètes (ALTI) as a regular member 

Created in 2011, ALTI has more than 60 members from over 20 
countries, working in around 25 languages. The various member 
categories include associate members. The association’s members were 
mostly translators, the few interpreters being mostly court interpreters. 
It has a code of ethics.  

In favour: 49, Against: 0, Abstentions: 0 

Motion: To admit the Italian Association of Conference Interpreters 
(ASSOINTERPRETI) as a regular member  

Gabriella Vanzan presented the association which was established in 
1974 and currently has 180 members. The association believes that 
involvement with the international family of associations is important. 

There was an objection from the floor to this association, on the 
grounds that its bylaws and guiding principles were not suitable, as they 
were not compatible with the basic principles of FIT. Article 3 of the FIT 
By-Laws states that the purpose of FIT is professional, including 
supporting the profession and enhancing the status of the profession as 
an art and science. ASSOINTERPRETI monitors how its members apply 
their contracts, so it was not simply an association dealing with general 
recognition, but focused on its members and how they obtained work.  

Gabriella Vanzan responded, stating that the objection was unfounded. 
She also said that her organization was not commercially oriented. 

In favour: 35, Against: 3, Abstentions: 10 

Motion: to admit the Costa Rica Association of Translators and 



Interpreters as a regular member  

In favour: 45, Against: 2, Abstentions: 3 

Motion: to admit the Legal Translation Section, Qatar Supreme 
Judiciary Council (SJC) as an associate member  

In favour: 40, Against: 5, Abstentions: 4 

Motion: To admit the Department of Translation and Interpretation of 
Atilim University, Turkey as an associate member  

In favour: 40, Against: 1, Abstentions: 3 

Motion: To admit the Xi’an International Studies University as an 
associate member  

In favour: 44, Against: 1, Abstentions: 5 

Motion: to add three further candidate members for ratification: 
Werner Richter (Austria)  

In favour: 40, Against: 4, Abstention: 4 

Motion: to admit the Association of Conference Interpreters from the 
Czech Republic (ASKOT) as a regular member 

The President of ASKOT presented an overview of his organization. 
Conference interpreting was the criterion, and the organization focused 
on the problems of the profession. Membership stood at 94, which was 
less than half of all conference interpreters; the association sought to 
be selective and show the profession to its best advantage. 

The other Czech FIT member association in the room spoke in support 
of the ratification of ASKOT’s membership. 

In favour: 48, Against: 1, Abstentions: 1 

Motion: to admit Asociacion de Traductores e Intérpretes del Ecuador 
(ATIEC) as a regular member  

In favour: 48, Against: 0, Abstentions: 4 

Motion: to admit the Serbian Association of Literary Translators (SAPT) 
as a regular member 

In favour: 48, Against: 1, Abstentions: 3 



6. Termination of 
membership 

See document: 
6. Terminations. In answer to a question from the floor, the Council 
confirmed that several attempts had been made to avoid these 
terminations. All terminations are due to the non payment of more than 
one annual FIT contribution. 

Motion: To terminate the FIT membership of the Hong Kong 
Translation Society Ltd 

In favour: 47, Against: 0, Abstentions: 3 

Motion: To terminate the FIT membership of the Iraqi Translators 
Association 

In favour: 47, Against: 0, Abstentions: 4 

Motion: To terminate the FIT membership of the Jordanian Translators' 
Association 

In favour: 48, Against: 1, Abstentions: 3 

Motion: To terminate the FIT membership of the Masters of Literary 
Translation (RU) 

In favour: 48, Against: 1, Abstentions: 3 

Motion: To terminate the FIT membership of Organización Mexicana 
de Traductores Capítulo Occidente 

In favour: 50, Against: 2, Abstentions: 2 

Motion: To terminate the FIT membership of Société hellénique des 
traducteurs de littérature 

In favour: 47, Against: 1, Abstentions: 3 

Motion: To terminate the FIT membership of École Supérieure Roi Fahd 
de Traduction 

In favour: 41, Against: 2, Abstentions: 6 

Motion: To terminate the FIT membership of Euro-Schulen 
Organisation 

In favour: 46, Against: 2, Abstentions: 4 

Motion: To terminate the FIT membership of Universidad 
Intercontinental Escuela de Traduccion (Mexico) 

http://www.fit-ift.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/6-Terminations_radiations_exit_bil.pdf


In favour: 47, Against: 1, Abstentions: 5 

The Swedish Writers Union Translators in FIT – No vote required as the 
association resigned. 

A question was raised asking why this organization had decided to 
withdraw from FIT. FIT Secretariat said that it had asked, but had not 
received an answer giving a reason for the withdrawal. A comment from 
the floor expressed concern that representation of literary translators 
was so low. 

Ika Kaminka, who represents the Norwegian Association of Literary 
Translators and the Norwegian Non-Fiction Writers and Translators 
Association, invited all who represented literary translators to get 
together for lunch to discuss what they could do to improve the 
situation. 

A suggestion was made that if associations which were geographically 
close to an association in difficulty or envisaging terminating FIT 
membership could be notified, they could contact it and offer 
assistance. 

No ratification was necessary for the two new observer members: 

1. Association of Translation and Interpreters of Uzbekistan 

2. International Association of Professional Translators and 
Interpreters (IAPTI) Argentina 

  

7. Reports from FIT 
Council 

See documents: 
7. Council report 

7.1. ID Cards Report to Council 

7.2. SC_ED_Report 2014 

Marion Boers announced that Council would await the decision of FIT 
Europe regarding a database of freelancers at their meeting in 
November 2014 and then decide whether to pursue the matter further 
at an international level. If accepted, this project would require funding 
not currently allocated in the budget. 

A resolution drawn up by FIT in support of translators and interpreters 
working in conflict areas was displayed to the participants on the 
screen. 

http://www.fit-ift.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/7.-Council-report_bil.pdf
http://www.fit-ift.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/7.1.-ID-Cards-Report-to-Council_2013_.EN_.pdf
http://www.fit-ift.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/7.2.-SC_ED_Report-2014-_EN.pdf


Peter Krawutschke mentioned that the Conflict Guide was primarily 
concerned with local interpreters working in conflict zones. It was not 
very clear whether it covered translators; so this would be checked.  

The Dutch association took up the issue of interpreters in Afghanistan. 
One of the problems was the need to clarify which country was 
responsible; another that there should be a code of conduct for these 
professionals in their particular work environment: should they just 
follow their employers’ instructions, or should they have an 
independent responsibility to ensure that the human rights of the 
people being questioned are respected. 

Motion: To accept the Report of Council. 

Second: Austria 

In favour: 49, Against: 0, Abstentions: 0 

Motion: To ratify the Council decision to abandon the FIT ID card 
programme.  

Second: João Esteves-Ferreira (Portugal) 

In favour: 49, Against: 2, Abstentions: 2 

Motion: To accept the Report of the Executive Director 

The outgoing Council thanked Jeanette Ørsted for all her hard work and 
efforts to improve processes; she had done an outstanding job, and FIT 
was very fortunate to have her. 

Second: Izabel Arocha 

 In favour: 50, Against: 0, Abstentions: 0 

Council had produced a position paper on Crowdsourcing which was to 
be translated and disseminated in the near future. Council had also set 
up an e-group of which all liaison officers are members. It is to provide 
the Translator, Terminologist and Interpreter community with a 
platform where its members can exchange ideas, problems, solutions, 
etc. 

 

8. Reports from the 
FIT Regional 
Centres 

See documents: 

8.1. FIT Europe Report 

8.2. FITLatAm 

http://www.fit-ift.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/8.1.-FIT-Europe-Report_EN.pdf
http://www.fit-ift.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/8.2.-FITLatAm._EN.pdf


8.3. FIT North America 

8.1 FIT Europe Motion: To accept the report of FIT Europe.  

Second: Henry Liu 

In favour: 44, Against: 0, Abstentions: 3 

8.2 FIT Latin America Motion: To accept the report of FIT Latin America. 

Second: Reiner Heard 

In favour: 43, Against: 0, Abstentions: 7 

8.3 FIT North America Motion: To accept the report of FIT North America. 

Second: Liese Katschinka 

In favour: 46, Against: 1, Abstentions:6 

9 Committees See documents:  

9.1. SC 2014 Awards Report 

9.2. SC Legal T&I Report 

9.3. SC 2014 Copyright_Report 

9.4. SC 2014 Prof Development Report 

9.5. SC 2014_Human Rights Report 

9.6. SC 2014 Medical Interpreting Report 

9.7. SC 2014 Standards Report 

9.8. SC 2014 Translation and Culture Report 

Marion Boers asked for comments or questions on any of those reports. 
One of the suggestions was that FIT should join the ISO TC 37/WG 5 
which works on language-related standards. Council, having been asked 
to nominate an FIT-ISO liaison officer, had nominated Izabel Arocha, 
who is active in the relevant ISO TC 37/WG 5 Subcommittees. Izabel 
Arocha accepted and will liaise with ISO in FIT’s name while continuing 
to represent the United States as a technical expert.  

The Legal Translation and Interpreting Committee organises a Forum 
every 2 years. The Proceedings of the last Forum in Belgrade were 
distributed and a presentation made at the Open Congress. 

9.1 Complaints Motion: To extend the mandate of the committee to mid-2015 to 

http://www.fit-ift.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/REPORT-TO-FIT-FIT-NA_bil.pdf
http://www.fit-ift.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/9.1.SC-2014-Awards-Report_bil.pdf
http://www.fit-ift.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/9.2.-SC-Legal-T_I-Report_EN.pdf
http://www.fit-ift.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/9.3.-SC-2014-Copyright_Report_bil.pdf
http://www.fit-ift.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/9.4.-SC-2014-ProfDev_EN.pdf
http://www.fit-ift.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/9.5.-SC-2014_HumanRs_Report_EN.pdf
http://www.fit-ift.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/9.6.-SC-2014-MIC_EN.pdf
http://www.fit-ift.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/9.7.-SC-2014-Standards_Report_EN.pdf
http://www.fit-ift.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/9.8.-SC-2014-TCC_Report_EN.pdf


Database 
Committee 

complete the on-going action items. 

Second: Christine Springer 

In favour: 46, Against: 0, Abstentions: 5 

Henry Liu gave a report updating Congress on the work accomplished 
since the last Council meeting. A survey was to be prepared to collect 
data from the members on any Complaints Processes they had 
implemented. Subsequently, those who had systems in place would be 
asked to provide cases for the database. The committee asked 
participants to fill in the questionnaire and to provide anonymous cases.  

9.2 Other 
committees 

Motion: To accept the Reports of the committees 

Second: Liese Katschinka 

In favour: 51, Against: 0, Abstentions: 2 

10. Finances See documents: 

10.0. Treasurer report 

10.1. Consolidated accounts 2011-13 

10.2. Auditor report 

10.3. Currency resolution 

  

10.1 Discussion and 
approval of 
financial 
statements (2011, 
2012, 2013) 

Motion: To approve the consolidated accounts for 2011, 2012 and 
2013. 

Reina De Bettendorf gave a brief report to the Statutory Congress on 
her work as FIT Treasurer. She thanked Andrew Evans, the previous 
Treasurer, for his guidance. She explained that in 2013 she had initiated 
a monthly work plan in which the bookkeeper, the executive director 
and the treasurer identified the tasks and deadlines for preparing the 
accounts. Keeping records updated on a monthly basis has helped to 
keep close tabs on the organization’s accounts.  

Second: Izabel Arocha 

In favour: 48, Against: 0, Abstentions: 2 

10.2 Appointment of 
FIT Auditors 

Motion: To appoint Streicher & Brotschin Revision und 
Unternehmensberatung AG of Basel, Switzerland, as the Federation’s 
auditors pursuant to Article 25 of the By-Laws. 

http://www.fit-ift.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/10.0-Treasurer_tresoriere_bil.pdf
http://www.fit-ift.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/10.1.-Consolidated-2011-13.pdf
http://www.fit-ift.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/10.2.-Auditors_Verificateurs-des-comptes_bil..pdf
http://www.fit-ift.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/10.3-Currency_devise_bil.pdf


Second: Liese Katschinka 

In favour: 48, Against: 0, Abstentions: 3 

10.3 FIT currency Motion: To retain the Swiss franc as FIT’s currency of account and, until 
the next Congress, continue to express membership dues in both US 
Dollars and Euros as well as the Swiss Franc, applying the exchange 
rates against the Swiss Franc effective on the date of the invoice. This 
provision is to be reviewed by the next Congress and renewed, made 
permanent or allowed to lapse as appropriate, and the Financial Rules 
amended accordingly. 
  
A member stressed the need for flexibility to adapt to the members’ 
needs. Andrew Evans responded that membership fees could be paid in 
various currencies, as long as the amount arriving in the FIT account 
corresponded to the fee in Swiss Francs on the invoice. 
  
Second: Henry Liu 

  
In favour: 43, Against: 0, Abstentions: 7 

  Agenda amended: instead of presenting the candidates for Council, 
Item 11.4 Honorary advisors was brought forward: 

The nominations of Frans de Laet, Andrew Evans, Adolfo Gentile, 
Peter Krawutschke and Marion Boers were all accepted. 

  Presentation of 
Candidates for 
Council 

Sandra Bertolini – Associazione Italiana Traduttori e Interpreti (AITI) 

Reina de Bettendorf – Asociacion de Traductores e Interpretes de 
Panama (APTI) 

Sabine Colombe – Société Française des Traducteurs (SFT) 

Eleanor Cornelius – South African Translators’ Institute (SATI) 

Olga Egorova – Union of Translators of Russia (UTR) 

Robert Ensor – Netherlands Association of Translators and Interpreters 
(NGTV) 

Reiner Heard – German Professional Translators and Interpreters 
Association (ATICOM)  

Alejandra M. Jorge – Argentine Association of Translators and 
Interpreters (AATI)  
(Note: a representative spoke on her behalf.) 

Emilia Koralova – Union des Traducteurs en Bulgarie (BTU)  
(Note: another representative spoke on her behalf in French, Emilia 



speaks German and was present at Congress) 

Kenneth Larose – Canadian Translators Terminologists and Interpreters 
Council (CTTIC)  
(Note: Denis Bousquet spoke on behalf of Mr. Larose who was not 
present.) 

Henry Liu – New Zealand Society of Translators and Interpreters (NZSTI) 

Eva Malkki – Finnish Association of Translators and Interpreters (SKTL) 

Silvana Marchetti – Cuban Association of Translators and Interpreters 
(ACTI) 

Alan Melby – American Translators Association (ATA) 

Maria Mousafiri - Panhellenic Association of Translators (PAT) 

Terence Oliver – Institute of Translation and Interpreting (ITI) 

Kevin Quirk – Norwegian Non-Fiction Writers and Translators 
Association (NFF) 

Beatriz Rodrigues – Colegio de Traductores Publicos de la Ciudad de 
Buenos Aires (CTPCBA) 

Rada Sharlandzhieva – Bulgarian Translators’ Union (BTU)  
(Note: Another representative spoke on her behalf) 

Gangyi Wang – Translator Association of China (TAC) 

 

FIT PRIZE-GIVING CEREMONY  

Award Winners: 

1. Aurora Borealis Prize for Non-Fiction: Metella Paterlini - Associazione Italiana Traduttori e 
Interpreti (AITI) 

2. Aurora Borealis Prize for Fiction: Prof. Xu Yuanchong – Translators’ Association, China (TAC)  
(Prize received on his behalf. Aged 93, he was unable to travel) 

3. Karel Čapek Medal: Kari Kemeny – Union of Interpreters and Translators (Czech Republic)  
(The prize was presented by Amalaine Diabova, and a representative received it on behalf of the 
winner.) 

4. Astrid Lindgren Prize: Julia Lydia Calzadilla Nunez (ACTI Cuba – prize presented by Torstein Bugge 



Hoverstad (Norway) 

5. Best Periodical: ITI Bulletin  

5. Best Website: ITI and Universitas – Shared Prize (www.iti.org.uk and www.universitas.org)  

6. FIT Prize for Excellence in Scientific and Technical Translation: Svetla Moutafova –– Bulgarian 
Translators Association 

7. FIT Prize for Interpreting Excellence: Dorothy Charbonneau –CTTIC, Canada  

8. International Translation Day Poster Competition 2013 - Beyond Linguistic Barriers: A United 
World - Jose Krawczyk – Colegio National de Traductores y Interpretes (Conalti), Venezuela 

9. 2014 Postcard Competition - Gisela Carvalho – Colegio de Traductores Publicos de la Ciudad de 
Buenos Aires (CTPCPA), Argentina 

10. 2014 Postcard Competition– Jaroslav Soltys – SSPOL, Slovakia 

11. Pierre-François Caillé Medal: recipient to be announced at the Open Congress 

 

SUNDAY 

11. Governance  

11.1 2014-2017 
Strategy 

See documents: 

11.1. FIT Strategic Vision 

In 2008 FIT Council presented a comprehensive strategic plan which 
outlined the work for the following six years. Updates were made to 
simplify its format. This Council has looked at this plan and at the results 
of our 2012 Membership Survey. The Strategic Plan was broken down 
into five categories. The Strategic Vision document has these five 
headings and subdivisions with actual action items so that each Council 
can look at the plan and decide which actions they wish to focus on to 
reach the goals in the main areas. Marion Boers asked for comments or 
questions about this document. 

A participant commented on one of the visions related to succession, 
which she did not agree with. Marion explained that these have not 
been implemented and that it is up to each Council to decide how to 
pursue each item. 

Motion: To accept the principles in the strategic focus document as 
guidelines for the work of the Council. 

http://www.iti.org.uk/
http://www.universitas.org/
http://www.fit-ift.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/11-1-FIT-Strategic-Vision_EN.pdf


Second: Liese Katschinka 

In favour: 47, Against: 0, Abstentions: 0 

11.2 Amendments to 
the FIT By-Laws  

See documents 

11.2 By-law amendments 

11.2.1 Explanatory Memo 

Proposals from Council and the Organizational Development Committee 
on the revision of the By-Laws to be discussed and voted on. 

Reiner Heard explained all the work that had been accomplished by the 
Organizational Development Committee. Committee members 
represented all the regions and a survey was held to obtain feedback 
from the members on all these issues. All proposals were considered 
quite extensively. 

11.2.1 From Council Motion: to discuss and decide upon amendments to the FIT By-Laws 
per section.  

Marion Boers explained the need to make amendments to the FIT By-
Laws in order to update them to address technology and other factors 
that would make FIT more effective and efficient. 

11.2.2   SECTION I — NAME, REGISTERED OFFICE, DURATION AND PURPOSES 
 

This was the first time the term TTI was used to represent Translators, 
Terminologists and Interpreters. There were two comments from the 
floor from people who did not like the abbreviation. Another participant 
preferred TTI which is used it in his organization. A proposal was made 
that TTI should not be used in writing.  

Supplementary Motion: Not to use the abbreviation TTI, to use the full 
term “translators, interpreters and terminologists” throughout the 
statutes in both languages. By: Werner Richter 

Second: Liese Katschinka 

In favour: 27, Against: 13, Abstentions: 8  

Motion Passed. 

A participant proposed that the last sentence of Article 1 be amended 
to read: "... commercial entities and organisations admitting 
commercial entities as regular members are not eligible for 
membership." It was pointed out from the floor that, though this far-

http://www.fit-ift.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/11.2.-By-law_amendments_bil.pdf
http://www.fit-ift.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/11.2.1.-Explanatory-Memo_bil.pdf


reaching proposal was not submitted in time before the Congress, the 
amendment could be admitted to a vote if a 2/3 majority so decided 
(Article 46 of the By-Laws).  

Supplementary Motion: To discuss corporate membership within FIT. 

Motion: Llorenç Serrahima 

Second: Jane Rollet 

In favour: 22, Against: 21, Abstentions: 5  

Motion defeated. (2/3 majority required). 

It was stated that the matter could therefore not be brought up until 
the next Congress, and should preferably be submitted to Council 
within the requisite time limits. 

Motion: To accept proposed amendments.  

In favour: 50, Against: 0, Abstentions: 1 

 

11.2.3   SECTION II — MEMBERSHIP 
 

The proposal is to restrict the number of honorary advisors to a 
maximum of 10. A participant pointed out that there was no limit to 
their term of office, and no provision for removing an honorary advisor. 
What would happen if an honorary advisor fell into disrepute? 
According to Article 14 of the By-Laws, an honorary advisor can attend 
any meeting as an observer. 

Supplementary Motion: To delete the limit on the number of honorary 
advisors.  

Motion: Sandra Bertolini 

Second: Amalaine Diabova 

In favour: 17, Against: 34, Abstentions: 1 Motion defeated.  

Motion: To accept proposed amendments 

In favour: 48, Against: 1, Abstentions: 2 

Editorial changes that did not require voting were proposed for Articles 



15-18.  

A participant queried the need for online elections to Council. Marion 
Boers explained that online elections would enable all members to vote, 
instead of only those who were present at Congress. Another person 
wondered how anyone could stand for election to Council and not be 
present at Congress in person. He was not opposed to online voting so 
long as it took place at the same time as the vote by the participants at 
the Congress. Perhaps non-participating Congress members could be 
given the opportunity to vote by videoconference. There was a proposal 
that this amendment be deleted. Another participant explained that if 
an association was not present it could provide another with a proxy. A 
participant stated that at ITI it was not necessary for all voters to be 
present in the room, so this could allow other members to participate 
remotely in real time. Sabine Colombe stated that her association SFT 
used online voting successfully. Another participant stated that while 
online voting was viable there was a networking component related to 
the course FIT should be taking which influences the vote. Liese 
Katschinka pointed out the difficulty of online voting prior to Congress. 

Supplementary Motion: To abandon the proposed changes to the 
proposed Article 29. 

Motion: Ika Kaminka (Norway) 

Second: Liese Katschinka 

In favour: 40, Against: 5, Abstentions: 6 

11.2.4   SECTION III — GOVERNING BODIES 

 
Motion: To accept proposed amendments - Articles 19- 27 

A requirement to deal with any other matters of governance had been 
added. The change in Article 25 was editorial, to make the English easier 
to read. Those article numbers referred to the amended version. 

In favour: 50, Against: 0, Abstentions: 1 

Articles 28-33 –The first important proposed change is in Article 28. 
There was a feeling that more was achieved at physical meetings, but 
that one annual meeting for Council was inadequate. Although there 
was a lot of virtual discussion in between, the decision was made to add 
at least one virtual Council meeting. The Executive Committee had 
monthly e-meetings with 7 or 8 people. Such online meetings had 
proved very helpful. 



In Article 30 Marion Boers stressed that each Council member needed 
to accept specific duties on Council to ensure that all were working 
hard. Article 33 added a provision for the members to remove Council 
by a vote of no confidence. 

A comment was made that Article 33 could not be implemented 
without online voting, which had been defeated as a proposal. Article 
34 provided for the Council to elect the officers. So Council included the 
three co-opted members. Could the President be one of the three co-
opted Council members? Marion Boers explained that this was possible, 
but unlikely. Another participant expressed concern over the President 
being able to hand out tasks, that should be the Council’s decision. 
Marion Boers stated that there needed to be someone to work out the 
list and that there was consultation with the Council. A request was 
made to amend the wording to “as proposed by the President and 
decided by the Council”. 

Supplementary Motion: To change the wording of Article 30d to: as 
proposed by the President and decided by the Council. 

Motion: Robert Ensor  

Second: Amalaine Diabova 

In favour: 46, Against: 3, Abstentions: 1 

Marion Boers discussed going back to Article 33 related to a possible 
vote of no confidence in a Council. The entire Council would need to be 
replaced. There would be a need for either online voting or a face-to-
face statutory meeting. A participant stated she agreed with the 
provision to remove Council yet thought that 10% was not enough. 
Another participant stated that if such a situation arose, then there 
should be a special meeting to deal with this extraordinary situation. 
Liese Katschinka pointed out that most organizations had a provision for 
calling an Extraordinary Congress, instead of this specific article of 
removal with 10 or 20%. In view of the previous day’s discussion about 
small organizations, 10% could represent a very small portion of the 
membership of FIT. Reiner Heard suggested removing the article so that 
the next Council could reconsider and study this complex issue. 

Motion: To remove Article 33. 

Second: Liese Katschinka 

In favour: 46, Against: 2, Abstentions: 3 

Supplementary Motion: To add a provision to Article 30 C to the effect 
that co-opted members of Council are not eligible for the Executive 



Committee.  

Motion: Ika Kaminka (Norway) 

Second: Cristiana Coblis 

In favour: 31, Against: 13 Abstentions: 7  

Motion defeated. (Two-thirds majority of members present needed) 

Norway made a comment that it should be a simple majority of yes and 
no votes, but one could speak of a two-thirds majority of all present. 
Another comment was made that abstentions were votes. 

Motion: To accept proposed amendments to Articles 28-33 

In favour: 51, Against: 0, Abstentions:2 

Motion: To accept the amendments to Articles 34 – 36 

The Executive Committee and Council are a single body and need to 
work together 

In favour: 50, Against: 0, Abstentions: 0 

11.2.5   SECTION IV — REGIONAL CENTRES 

FIT allocates a budget of CHF 500 to committees and to Regional 
Centres. Regional Centres are responsible for their own funding. FIT 
Europe has been trying to open an account but cannot open a bank 
account since it is not a legal entity. The legal status of the Regions 
needs to be clarified.  

Natasha Dalügge-Momme mentioned a typing error in the French: 
‘financier’ should read ‘financer’ (Article 37). 

FIT member associations in any given region are automatically members 
of the Regional Centre but they need to participate actively. Marion 
Boers discussed how Council introduced the principle of subsidiarity, 
where matters were dealt with at the most appropriate levels. Some 
participants commented on Article 41: Regional Centres should receive 
a brief report from FIT task forces that affect or pertain to their specific 
region. Werner Richter mentioned that any region could send an 
observer to a committee or task force meeting. The terms task force 
and committee were used but were not defined in the By-Laws. 
Christine Springer made the point that task forces should not be 
accountable to FIT Regional Centres. Marion Boers asked Congress if it 
would be acceptable for Regional Centres simply to receive copies of 



reports issued to Council by task forces, and the participants agreed. 

Supplementary Motion: To change Article 41 to read “Regional Centres 
shall be informed about and receive updates from FIT task forces on any 
projects … “ 

Motion: Christine Springer 

Second: Zofia Rybińska 

In favour: 46, Against: 5, Abstentions: 2 

 
Motion: To accept proposed amendments - Articles 37 – 42 

In favour: 49, Against: 2, Abstentions: 1 

11.2.6   SECTION V — FINANCE 

 
Motion: To accept proposed amendments 

Change in terminology only, not requiring a vote. 

11.2.7   SECTION VI — PROCEDURES 

 
Motion: To accept proposed amendments - Articles 49 - 53 

In favour: 41, Against: 1, Abstentions: 1 

11.2.8   SECTION VII — DISSOLUTION 

  This section unchanged (Articles 54 – 56) 

11.2.9   SECTION VIII — COMING INTO FORCE 

 
Motion: To accept proposed amendments – Articles 54 - 57 

In favour: 53, Against: 0, Abstentions: 1 

11.3 Amendments to 
the FIT Rules of 
Procedure 

See document 11.3 - RoP amendments 

Proposals from Council and the Organizational Development Committee 
on the revision of the Rules of Procedure to be discussed and voted on. 

11.3.1 From Council Motion: to discuss and decide upon amendments to the FIT Rules of 
Procedure per section. 

11.3.2   SECTION I — THE CONGRESS 

http://www.fit-ift.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/11.3.-RoP_amendments_bil.pdf


Motion: To accept proposed amendments 

A participant pointed out that Points E IV and F II would need to be 
deleted, due to the fact that Congress voted to remove electronic 
voting.  

In favour: 51, Against: 1, Abstentions: 0 

The first change in Article 2 meant that most communication went 
through the Secretariat rather than the Secretary General. There was a 
question about how many observers could join a delegation. There was 
also a query as to why a member organization needed observers. The 
other change made was to enable the members of the Credentials 
Committee to do their work before the Congress. 

 Supplementary Motion: To remove mention of numbers and make the 
observers the responsibility of their member organization  

Motion: João Esteves-Ferreira. No seconder. 

Motion: To accept proposed amendments – Articles 2 – 6 

In favour: 51, Against: 1, Abstentions: 1 

 Motion: To accept proposed amendments – Articles 7 – 10 

In favour: 49, Against: 2, Abstentions: 1 

 Motion: To accept the proposed amendments - Articles 20 – 22 

Council considered that the member associations should have the 
opportunity to assess the candidates – hence the proposal to insert 
these new Articles. The voting would be based on a system devised by 
Council, such as the technology used on this occasion for the Statutory 
Congress. 

In Favour: 51, Against: 1, Abstentions: 0 

 

11.3.3   SECTION II — THE COUNCIL 

 Article 29 is simply an editorial change. A participant commented that 
there was a typing error on the fourth line: “as the case ‘may be’“ (vs 
maybe) 

 Supplementary Motion: To add ‘Regional Centres’ to Article 31.  



Motion and Second: João Esteves-Ferreira for 2 different organizations 

 In favour: 51 Against: 0 Abstentions: 0 

 Motion: To accept proposed amendments - Articles 29 – 33 

 In favour: 50, Against: 0, Abstentions: 0 

 Motion: To accept proposed amendments - Articles 34 – 36 

In favour: 52, Against: 0, Abstentions: 1 

 Note: There were only editorial changes in Articles 23 – 28.  

 Motion: To accept proposed amendments - Articles 37 – 40 

In favour: 51, Against: 0, Abstentions: 1 

11.3.4   SECTION III — THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Motion: To accept proposed amendments – Article 41 - 59 

In favour: 48, Against: 1, Abstentions: 1 

11.3.5   SECTION IV — ADMISSIONS, SUSPENSIONS AND TERMINATIONS OF 
MEMBERSHIP 

No changes 

11.3.6   SECTION V — LANGUAGES: 

No changes 

11.3.7   SECTION VI — FIT TASK FORCES AND STANDING COMMITTEES  
Motion: To accept proposed amendments 

It was explained that standing committees had mainly internal functions 
necessary for the Council to work properly, e.g. matters such as 
admissions or investment. The task forces would have shorter 
mandates, generally 6-12 months in length. If there was a need for a 
longer mandate, this could be decided by Council. Task forces could 
receive funds, while committees could not. Reiner Heard explained that 
this restructuring was needed. This matter was given much 
consideration. Article 70 still contained the term ‘committees’, which 
should be changed to ‘task forces’. The standing committees served the 
needs of the Council. One committee was very concerned about the 
short time frame. Some task forces were very active while others were 
not. A task force could have a mandate of up to three years, but this 
would be at the discretion of Council.  

Supplementary Motion: To remove ‘short-term’ in Article 70  



Motion: Christine Springer 

Second: Werner Richter 

In Favour: 49, Against: 2, Abstentions: 3 

  

Supplementary Motion: To delete the first half of the second sentence 
in Article 72.  

Motion: Zofia Rybińska 

Second: Liese Katschinka 

In Favour: 35, Against: 11, Abstentions: 7. Vote passed. 

  

Motion: To accept proposed amendments of Section VI 

In Favour: 48, Against: 3, Abstentions: 2 

11.3.8   SECTION VII — PUBLICATIONS 
 
The changes were mainly editorial and related to updating the rules to 
take account of virtual meetings. The term "task forces" was added. In 
the past it had been the rule to appoint a Director and an Editor. For 
many years these two positions had been filled by one individual, so it 
did not seem necessary to have both. Director could therefore be 
changed to Editor in Articles 79 and 80, while Article 81 could be 
deleted and Article 82 retained. In article 82 the term Director would be 
deleted. A question was raised whether or not a Director was needed 
by law, and a participant from France confirmed that this was the case 
in France, the country where FIT was incorporated. Marion Boers 
promised to look into this issue further. 

Motion: To accept the proposed amendments 

Second: Liese Katschinka 

 In Favour: 51, Against: 0, Abstentions: 2 

Agenda item 15 was brought forward and discussed at this point. 

11.3.9   SECTION VI — FIT TASK FORCES AND STANDING COMMITTEES. 
PROPOSALS FOR THE NEW STRUCTURE  

Proposal for Standing Committees: 



 Admissions Committee 

 Investments Committee 

 Solidarity Fund Committee 

 Communications Committee 

  

Proposal for Task Forces: 

 Human Rights 

 Standards  

 Legal Translation and Interpreting Forum 

  
 
Motion: To accept Standing Committees and Task Forces to be decided 
by the newly elected Council. 

Second: João Esteves-Ferreira 

Passed by acclamation 

  

11.4 New honorary 
advisors 

See document: 

11.4. New honorary advisors 

Motion: To appoint Frans De Laet as an honorary advisor 

Past Secretary General and Editor of Babel 

Second: Izabel Arocha 

In favour: 31, Against: 9, Abstentions: 11 

 

Motion: To appoint Andrew Evans as an honorary advisor 

Past Treasurer of FIT and Council member for 9 years 

Second: Izabel Arocha 

In favour: 47, Against: 3, Abstentions: 2 

  

http://www.fit-ift.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/11.4.-New-honorary-advisors_EN.pdf


Motion: To appoint Adolfo Gentile as an honorary advisor 

Past president of FIT from 1999 – 2002, from Australia. 

Second: Izabel Arocha 

In favour: 42, Against: 2, Abstentions: 7  

  

Motion: To appoint Peter Krawutschke as an honorary advisor 

Served 9 years on Council as Secretary General and President. 

Second: Izabel Arocha 

In favour: 40, Against: 8, Abstentions: 12 

  

Motion: To appoint Marion Boers as an honorary advisor 

Past president of FIT and Council member for 9 years  

Second: Izabel Arocha 

In favour: 43, Against: 1, Abstentions: 7 

  

One participant from the floor asked three questions. The first 
concerned the need for more background on each of the candidates, 
and Marion Boers responded that a report containing more information 
had been distributed beforehand. The second:  why was Betty Cohen 
not on the list? She had been among the candidates, but Council had 
not selected her. The third question was whether all presidents 
automatically became honorary advisers. This was not the case. The 
body used to be known as the Council of Elders, until the name was 
changed to Honorary Advisors. The last time there was a vote on 
honorary advisors was in 1999. Each person would be voted on 
separately. The Belgian delegation stated that they would not be able to 
approve one of the individuals because this individual proposed actions 
contrary to their association’s wishes. 

12. Partnerships See documents “Partnerships with CIUTI and EULITA » 

Agreements with CIUTI and EULITA were ready to be signed. These 
MOUs were established at the request of the last Congress to intensify 

http://www.fit-ift.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/12.FIT_CIUTI_MoU_final_for_signing.pdf
http://www.fit-ift.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/12.FIT_Eulita_MoU_final_for_signing.pdf


collaboration between FIT and certain organizations. A list of 
organizations was produced and Council will continue to work on these 
organizations. Marion Boers thanked those involved and was pleased 
with the results of those efforts. A representative from the Belgian 
Association raised a number of issues they had relating to the existence 
of EULITA. How could an Honorary Advisor who is supposed to think of 
the interests of FIT members found an organization that competed with 
FIT Europe? EULITA should have been founded within FIT, and the 
Belgian Chamber did try to change this. EULITA has been an obstacle to 
the work that the Belgian Association has been doing for sworn legal 
translators. This issue was so important that they ended up sacrificing a 
board delegate for this: Franz De Laet was a very important board 
member and had to leave. They could not support a member who 
claimed to have had the idea. The only thing EULITA got credit for was a 
letter sent to the English Minister of Justice, and yet it was FIT’s idea 
and was intended to be sent later by both organizations. EULITA has not 
asked its members about this MOU. EULITA should become a regular 
member of FIT and this agreement should not be signed. Liese 
Katschinka explained again the reasons why EULITA was created. The 
Chambre Belge had become a member of EULITA. It was unfortunate 
that this was aired at the meeting.  

Natascha Dalügge-Momme explained that there was no consensus 
within FIT Europe on signing this contract, and that more time was 
needed. Eyvor Fogarty clarified the situation: FIT Europe had worked 
very hard on this MOU, which was not a FIT Europe initiative. It was an 
initiative that had been requested by Congress. There was a problem 
due to history and perceptions, and now there was a rift in the FIT 
Europe Steering Committee. 

 Eyvor Fogarty had used her casting vote as Steering Committee Chair as 
a means to move this MOU forward: “This was not a binding contract, 
as we could decide to end it at any time. In the spirit of Article 4c of the 
By-Laws it was more important to find areas where we could stand 
together, so we should be able to work within the MOU to work out our 
differences.” Another member commented that she was not quite sure 
how an international organization could be signing an MOU with a 
European organization. If there was an MOU to be signed, it should be 
signed between FIT Europe and EULITA. 

Marion Boers and Hannelore Lee-Jahnke signed the FIT-CIUTI MOU. 

Eyvor Fogarty and Liese Katschinka signed the FIT Europe – EULITA 
MOU. 

13. FIT Publications See documents: 

13. FIT Publications_ReportSC2014 

http://www.fit-ift.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/13.-FIT-Publications_ReportSC2014_bil.pdf


Both Editors of Translatio are no longer available. Marion Boers asked 
member associations to suggest possible Editors to replace them. 

Motion: To accept the reports as tendered. 

Second: João Esteves-Ferreira 

Accepted by acclamation. 

14. Proposals from 
FIT Member 
associations 

See document: 
14.1. ITI Proposal 

ITI were asked to adapt and finalize their original proposal of staggering 
elections so that it could be considered. The ITI representative stated 
that the proposal arose out of the realization that if the number of 
Council members was effectively reduced from 17 to 12, and if most did 
not renew this would cause a problem. Hence the idea of rotating terms 
or staggering elections. Marion Boers supported looking at this more 
carefully and proposed that, in view of the time constraints, Congress 
mandate Council to look into this question. All would be welcome to 
make suggestions and provide proposals on this matter. 

Motion: That Congress mandates Council to look into this matter. 

Motion accepted by acclamation. 

Resolution for The Protection of Translators and Interpreters in 
Conflict Zones. Henry Liu had investigated this matter and confirmed 
that the International Red Cross and the Vienna Convention did not 
include protection for translators and interpreters. 

Motion: That Congress accept this resolution. Marion Boers asked that 
if this resolution were adopted it should be translated into several 
languages and disseminated.  

Motion accepted by acclamation. 

15. Membership 
dues 

See documents: 

15.1. Committee ReportTravel costs 

15.2. Dues_Treasurer 

15.2.1. Dues_Council 

 

15.1 Report of the 
Travel Funding 

The idea behind this proposal was to enable more organizations to 
propose candidates for Council, where they felt they had appropriate 

http://www.fit-ift.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/14.1-Proposal_bil.pdf
http://www.fit-ift.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/15.1.-ComReport_Travel-costs_EN.pdf
http://www.fit-ift.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/15.2.-Dues_Treasurer_bil.pdf
http://www.fit-ift.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/15.2.1.-Dues_council_bil.pdf


Committee qualifications. Council was asked to investigate this issue. The 
Committee headed by Sabine Colombe, studied the figures based on 
average costs of a Council with members spread across the globe, and 
came to the conclusion that to be able to fund all Council members’ 
travel expenses, FIT dues would need to be increased by 15% with a 
cap. At the moment FIT covers the travel expenses of the Executive 
Committee members only. Sabine Colombe put together a very useful 
spreadsheet in which different configurations could be entered and the 
amounts recalculated. This can be used to adjust our dues. One version 
included all travel costs while the other did not. After looking in detail at 
the figures and proposals that were circulating, Caitlin Walsh 
commented that the very morning we had voted to abandon 
networking and yet this afternoon we were discussing networking 
meeting costs. Travel expenses were not a new expense item, but were 
lumped in with administration. Marion Boers explained that it was not a 
question of funding travel instead of doing other things, but about 
involving more associations. Robert Ensor felt that it was an issue of 
equity since some countries are less well-off than others. Ralf Lemster 
considered that spending more funds on travel expenses would not be 
wise. Maria Mousafiri, on the other hand, felt that Council members 
who were being funded by their association, might be less free to work 
for the good of the profession, if for example their association could not 
cover these expenses. A representative from Bulgaria announced that 
they would not support this proposal. There were always those who 
were unable to participate due to lack of funds. It would be better for 
the funds to be utilized for projects that benefit the profession. 

15.2 Dues 2015-2017 One proposal included greater travel funding while the other did not. 
FIT would still be able to fund certain projects such as the website, 
more money would go to the Regional Centres, etc. If FIT were to cover 
all travel costs, a 25% increase would be necessary; this was Option 1. 
The alternative, Option 2, was a proposal to increase dues by 10%, 
which would increase FIT’s capacity to do more for the profession. It 
was also proposed that the increase be staggered and that 
corresponding increases be made on dues for associate members. A 
further recommendation was that Council recruit new member 
associations which would augment FIT’s income, while administrative 
costs remained the same. Iwan Davies asked whether the next Council 
could give an undertaking to look at other sources of funding for FIT. 
Reiner Heard explained that the membership survey did have ideas 
about other revenue sources, such as advertising revenue from 
software companies. These would have to be looked at, e.g. 
sponsorships and advertising, and sales (e.g. publications) were other 
avenues for increasing revenue. Associations could also raise money for 
projects or for the organization. Maria Mousafiri asked why FIT did not 
get grants from UNESCO. Marion Boers explained that UNESCO did not 
give those kinds of grants. She then asked which of the two Options the 
majority preferred to go for and vote on it. Sandra Bertolini asked why 



no increase on dues for associate members was proposed. 

Supplementary motion: (To amend proposed Option 2) by increasing 
the ceiling from 3,100 CHF to 4,500 CHF. (note: Option 2 was not on the 
voting screen but Marion Boers stated it was intended for Option 2) 

Motion: Ralf Lemster 

Second: Marion Boers 

In favour: 36, Against: 16, Abstentions: 2. Motion passed. 

Supplementary motion: To increase cap for both Option 1 and 2. 

Motion: Werner Richter 

Second: Henry Liu 

In favour: 32, Against: 18, Abstentions: 1 

Motion: To add Option 3, which is the same as Option 1 without the 
higher ceiling. 

Motion: Eva Malkki (Finland) 

Second: No seconder. 

Motion: to add Point 6 to both Options: instruct Council to investigate 
new sources of revenue. 

In favour: 47, Against: 3, Abstentions: 4 

Vote: To select an option 

1)  Option 1 (25% plus ceiling increase of 4,500 CHF) - 11 

2)  Option 2 (10% plus ceiling increase of 4,500 CHF) - 24 

3)  Neither - 17 

4)  Abstentions - 2 

  

Alan Melby reminded Congress that the 25% increase covered the 
travel costs of Council members. Laura Rodriguez O'Dwyer said that her 
association was struggling to pay the dues. Liese Katschinka asked 
Congress to apply Article 8 of the Rules of Procedure, providing that in 



case of doubt a second vote could be taken for clarification. 

Motion: To take a second vote for clarification. Marion Boers explained 
that in this case to be passed, the motion would need a majority of at 
least 50%. If there was no clear majority, then a new Option could be 
presented. 

 Motion: To take a second vote for clarification. 

1)  Option 1 (25% staggered increase plus raise the ceiling to 4,500 CHF to 
cover travel funding) - 5 

2)  Option 2 -(10% staggered increase plus raise the ceiling to 4,500 CHF) - 
26 

3)  Neither - 18 

4)  Abstentions - 1 

Option 2 passed. All agreed by acclamation that this vote included the 
same increase for observer and associate members. 

Supplementary Motion: To ask the newly elected Council to define a 
voting system for a “simple majority” vote to be used in all FIT 
meetings, and inclusion in the Rules of Procedure  

Motion: Faith Cormier 

Second: Izabel Arocha 

In Favour: 43, Against: 4, Abstentions: 4 

  

Motion: To approve amendments to Financial Rules. 

Second: Andrew Evans 

Vote passed by acclamation. 

16. Announcement 
of new Council 

Tellers had checked to ensure that no voter had voted for more than 14 
Council members. The results are listed in descending order of votes: 

Reiner Heard, Germany: 47  

Eva Malkki, Finland: 44  

Reina de Bettendorf, Panama: 43  



Henry Liu, New Zealand: 42  

Eleanor Cornelius, South Africa: 39  

Sabine Colombe, France: 38  

Gangqy Wang, China: 38  

Terence Oliver, United Kingdom: 36  

Maria Mousafiri, Greece: 35  

Kevin Quirk, Norway: 34  

Silvana Marchetti, Cuba: 31  

Robert Ensor, Netherlands: 28  

Alan Melby, United States: 28  

Sandra Bertolini, Italie and Olga Egorova, Russia: 24 (tie) 

In the ensuing discussion, it was decided that in these unusual 
circumstances, the first 15 candidates would be accepted directly as 
Council members with only 2 other members therefore being co-opted. 
  

The candidates below were not elected to FIT Council 2014-2017. 

Beatriz Rodriguez, Argentina: 23  

Kenneth Larose, Canada: 20  

Alejandra M. Jorge, Argentina: 19  

Emilia Korlova, Bulgaria: 13  

Rada Sharlandzhieva, Bulgaria : 9  

17. Any other 
business 

See document:  

17 – ITI proposal 

ITI proposed that an assistant be appointed to help the Executive 
Director with her workload. Marion Boers pointed out that this matter 
was already under consideration.  

18. Date and venue 
of XXIst Congress 

The two member associations which had offered to host the 2017 
congress presented their proposals: CTPBA from Argentina and AUSIT 

http://www.fit-ift.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/17.-AOB_Divers_ITI_bil.pdf


from Australia.  

Questions were asked about the timing of the event, its funding and the 
particular bodies organizing the event. Council had performed its due 
diligence and expressed concern about the economic risk of holding 
such an international event in Argentina. Andrew Evans asked if the 
one-page response was all it wished to share. Beatriz Rodriguez 
responded that CTPBA did not think that the event would be impacted 
either by the association’s or the country’s economic situation.  

Vote: 

1) Argentina – 23 votes 

2) Australia – 27 votes 

The newly elected Council will work with AUSIT to ensure a successful 
XXIst FIT Congress, which will take place in Brisbane, Australia. 

19. Adjournment Marion Boers thanked all those present for their active and important 
participation, and also the previous Council members, before offering 
her services to the organization. The new Council members would be 
presented at the opening ceremony of the Open Congress the following 
day, and the winner of the Pierre-Francois Caillé Medal would also be 
announced. Marion also thanked the interpreters for their services and 
for the fact that they had stayed late. The new Council members were 
asked to stay to elect the new Executive Committee.  

President Marion Boers and Executive Director Jeannette Ørsted were 
honoured with flowers, and both expressed their thanks to all for the 
honour of serving. 

The meeting was adjourned at 18:39. 

      

Meeting of newly elected Council to co-opt members and elect office-bearers. 

 


